Ann M. Murphy
Retired Partner
Ann Murphy possessed a rare combination of skill sets, allowing her to
represent banks and administrative agents in a variety of financings. She
was a member of the Quarles & Brady Business Law Practice Group, but she
regularly worked in concert with the Public Finance Group to guide her
banking clients through bond issues to nonprofit organizations, ranging
from health care services to educational institutions. Her significant
experience in commercial lending, syndicated loan transactions, and
acquisition financing placed her at the center of numerous high-profile,
major transactions, while her equally impressive tenure as bond and bank
counsel in tax-exempt and taxable financings has involved her in some of
the most noteworthy public finance transactions in Wisconsin history. She
was a go-to resource representing the administrative agent in syndicated
loan deals, and she was highly regarded for her sponsor finance work as
well.
On behalf of banks and other lenders, Ann’s services included providing
letters of credit and other credit facilities to health care providers and other
nonprofit organizations; purchasing bonds for health care and nonprofit
organizations; acquisition financings and syndicated loan financings
involving complex intercreditor arrangements with senior, mezzanine, and
subordinated debt; and loan workouts. She represented administrative
agents and the lead lenders in sponsor finance deals providing the senior
financing for private-equity company acquisitions involving multiple tiers of
debt. For nonprofit borrowers, Ann undertook tax-exempt, master
indenture bond financings, both unenhanced and credit-enhanced, while
she functioned as bond counsel in nonprofit health care and educational
financings and industrial revenue bond financings.
Helping clients work through problems was important to Ann, but she
especially loved being part of a team that builds hospitals, museums,
manufacturing companies, and other important facilities that help people in
general. Through her work, jobs are created, productive activities abound,
and positive things are accomplished. Her work could be extremely
technical, but the results made her, and many others, feel good.
Education and Honors
•

•

University of Wisconsin Law School (J.D., cum laude, 1979)
o Order of the Coif
o Wisconsin Law Review (Member, 1978; Articles Editor,
1979)
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (B.S., magna cum laude, 1976)

ann.murphy@quarles.com
Milwaukee Office
Tel: (414) 277-5125
Fax: (414) 978-8825

Professional and Civic Activities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Milwaukee Bar Association (Member)
American Bar Association (Member)
State Bar of Wisconsin (Member)
Past member of National Association of Bond Lawyers
Managing Partner of the Quarles' Milwaukee office (2002–2014)
and a former member of the firm's Executive Committee
University of Wisconsin Law School Board of Visitors (Member)
Served on the Board of Directors and as Vice President of the
Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra and organized two
European tours for the orchestra
Served on the Board of Directors of The Guest House of Milwaukee
Served as a member of the UPAF Lawyers Cabinet (2014)
Served on the Women's Initiatives Board for the United Way of
Greater Milwaukee

Professional Recognition
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Listed in Chambers USA® (2016–present: Banking & Finance)
Recognized as Best Lawyers® 2017 Milwaukee Banking and Finance
Law "Lawyer of the Year"
Listed in The Best Lawyers in America® (2005–present: Banking and
Finance Law; Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and
Reorganization Law)
Martindale-Hubbell AV® Peer Review Rated
Named in 2015 Women in the Law by Wisconsin Law Journal
Fellow of the Wisconsin Law Foundation Class of 2013
Named a Woman of Influence by The Business Journal of
Milwaukee (2013)
American Bar Foundation (Fellow)
Milwaukee Bar Association's "Lawyer of the Year" (2003)
Badger High School Wall of Success (2003)

