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Nicholas Schmidbauer is a partner and the chair of the Consumer Product
and Industrial Design sub-group of the firm's Intellectual Property practice
group. Having more than fifteen years of experience as an attorney,
Nicholas's practice focuses on all aspects of litigation, counseling, and
intellectual property procurement and enforcement. Although he has
practiced as a patent attorney throughout his career, Nicholas counsels
clients to achieve their business and litigation objectives, regardless of
whether those objectives involve intellectual property. To that end, his
clients regularly turn to him for day-to-day strategy counseling as well as for
unanticipated emergency situations. Nicholas ensures that every client he
counsels is in an optimal situation, regardless of their position in the market
or business objectives.
Nicholas regularly counsels his clients, which range from domestically-based
startups to foreign publicly traded companies, on all aspects of procuring,
clearing, and asserting patent and trademark rights in both the United
States and international forums. Nicholas draws from his extensive
knowledge of utility and design prosecution at the United States Patent &
Trademark Office to help guide clients to acquire an ideal level of utilitarian
and design-based protection.
Nicholas is also highly knowledgeable of the process for obtaining utility
and design patent rights in other countries, having assisted with the
prosecution of patent applications in over 100 countries globally. His
knowledge of the practice and procedure of filing for and obtaining patent
rights in all of the top commercially significant nations is beneficial for
clients seeking broad-ranging protection. By continually maintaining
awareness of updates to both domestic and international patent law,
Nicholas is plugged-in to sometimes rapidly-changing prosecution strategies
and pitfalls in jurisdictions around the world.
Nicholas advises clients in nearly every technology space, so he is able to
pull from a wide-range of knowledge and experience counseling clients in a
number of industries. A sample of clients that Nicholas regular advises
include those producing and/or selling autonomous driving systems, cell
phone equipment and software, fluid dispensing systems, aerosol and nonaerosol containers, packaging, various insect control technologies, cosmetic
implements, apparel, surgical instruments, zippered bags, electronic
ordering systems, fasteners for use in the construction industry, aircraft
technology, automotive technology, various active and passive fragrancing
technologies, and sporting equipment.
Nicholas is also very active with bar associations focused on industrial
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design and trademark rights. By remaining involved in the design
community, Nicholas is able to stay on the front line of changes to the
practice, and to ensure that his clients are unceasingly in a premier business
and intellectual property position.
Legal Services
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Intellectual Property Strategic Counseling
Patent Prosecution
Intellectual Property Litigation
Patent Litigation
Financial Institutions Litigation
Autonomous & Connected Vehicles
Design Patents
Sports, Entertainment and Media Industry

Education and Honors
•
•
•

University of Notre Dame, Mendoza College of Business (Certificate
of Executive Management, 2013)
University of Illinois College of Law (J.D., cum laude, 2003)
University of Michigan (B.S., 2000)
o Major: Mechanical Engineering

Bar Admissions
•

Illinois

Court Admissions
•
•
•

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois
U.S. District Court, Southern District of Illinois

Professional and Civic Activities
•
•
•

American Intellectual Property Law Association (Member)
Intellectual Property Law Association of Chicago (Member)
International Trademark Association (Member)

Professional Recognition
•

Selected for inclusion in Illinois Super Lawyers®–Rising Stars Edition
(2013–2017: Intellectual Property)

